
forecast for Kansas:WKATIIER and Saturday: ris-
ingwHY i ft that taxes mast come to temcrariire Saturday and In the

make it a holler-da- y season? west awl central parts of the state
tonight.
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ODD STORIES THAT COME
OUT OF WAR-TOR- N EVKOPK.NATION GROWS DRYER EACH YEAR; IS PROHIBITION AHEAD?GRAVITY OF SITUATION

WITH VIENNA UNCHANGED

BY MEETING OF CABINET

G. R. Q. SCHEME IN

OPERATION HERE?

Two Topeka Commission Men
Are Placed Under Arrest.

They Are Charged With Using
Mails to Defraud.BERLIN NAVAL EXPERT

AND BERLIN PRESS FLAY

NOTE AND WASHINGTON

KEY
WHITE PROHIBITION
SHADED LOCAL OPTION
CHECKERED- - RURAL. PROHlBTTtQN

BLACK - LICENSE
X PROHIBITION SUSMrrTEDTOVCfTE

A fierce battle between the wets and the drys Is to be fought in congress at the present session, for
many years the tendency in the United States has been toward the increase of dry territory Those favor-
able to the wet cause declare, however, that the dry wave has reached its crest and will soon begin to recede.

HIT LAW EVADERS

Supreme Court Pays Respects
to Fake Litigants.

PLOT HERE?
Mules for War Shipment in To-

peka, MgJit's Victims. I

Persons Attempted to Enter
Barns in Early 3Iorning.

TRIED 10 PUT THEIR EYES OUT

Preparations Made, Too, to
Throw Acid on Them.

Flour Mill Fire Another Indica
. f

tlon to Police.

Has the epidemic of underhanded
wurk against the "war trade" of the
United States with the allied nations
of Europe wpread to Topeka? Sev-

eral members of the police force are
wondering.

Early this morninsr a fiend or
fiends entered the feed yards and
barns at 916 North Kansas avenue,
owned by "Bud" White, and made an
attempt to mutilate two valuable
mules White had purchased for an
eastern buyer who is shipping; thou
sands of horses and mules to the AW
lies.

Put Out TliWr Kyes. i
An attempt was made to put out

the eyes of the mules. From all ap-
pearances acid had been thrown In
them

'fhe shoulders of one of the mule
v.as wnred and mutilated sliffhlly
Over the bodies of both the animal
the: hair was clipped close in several
places, and White believes that the
man or men who entered the yard were
preparing to put acid on the skin of
the animals when frightened away.

The police in North Topeka have
been notified to keep a close watch on
the vnrd nnrtit-ular- l v ut nlcrht

Several horse? and mules are belna
kept In the yards and barn. Whit
exoects to send some of the animals
to Kin i'in- - m.m .h,j. h.v .in
be shipped to Europe

xQ trace of the fiend who entered
the yard has been found.

F. Uechtelheimer. a partner of
white's, sfited today that an armed
sruard would be nlac-er- i mt the t.hi, ... . .v, m ; i ,ku

j . . . . .
5 ' ."h"e ""d.B?'h:.'ra" .

?
sntp- - to a firm at Ht. Joe which is sup- -
plying allied agents with horses.

Un in Flour Mills. I
The recent attempt to burn tliifInter Ocear. mills is another incident-pointe-

out by the police as an aid .t
the war feeling theory. This mill ha-
been manufacturing flour for exnort
to France to be consumed In tlv
rrench and English armies.

. The fact that there Vmve hti (
incendiary fires in Topeka in the Inst
sixty days and many of these firee
in ractorles brings out the "firebuy'
theory. Armed guards have heei
placed around many of the mills a
night that no more successful attempts
may ue carrlea out. I

No from Prone. 1
Further investigations of the incen

alary fires at the Inter-Ocea- n mill
and the Schick Mattress factory thieweek have yielded no results but th"investigations are going right onj
Joseph Hanlon. fire marshal, is satin?ucu mtai me ures were sianeu pur
poseiy ana win use every means at hl.i
uispoiiai to piace tne blame Ho ifurging mill and factory people In Toi

. iu mne precautions ana 11 pos.
sible to employ watchmen day ininight outside the building. The Inter
Ocean mill is being guarded night anSaay by two men who are armed anc
auwiorizeu to use tne arms it occasionrequires.

"The only thing the mill fire 1

iraceauie to at present,' saia tnnHanlon, "Is war contracts. That ma
have been the reason. The fire was iif
the elevator where no men are em
ployed at night and of course If the
elevator had burned the mill would?
have been out of business for a timer',wu. i lire pievKiur nua uurnea ws.
would have had hard work saving the
mill. One peculiar thing about these-incendiar-

fires is the fact that when$we have had one we have had two. IK
looks like an effnrt In mnlr. th wi.W
more certain by splitting up the flr
xignung torce.

lire Kept on llurning. J
The fire at the Kaw Package Manu

facturing company which occurred?
Wednesday night was still burning
last night. The department made an- -
other trip to put It out. The bulldlnfrj
was packed with green baskets and!
they burn slowly. It may be dayrC
before the fire Is completely extln-- J

guished. There was absolutely no way.
for these baskets to take fire unless
the fire was started by some person,
or persons, according to Chief Han-
lon, and it Is the third fire there in a,
month.

ITALIAN STEAMER SUNK!
i

London, Dec. 17. The Italian?
steamer Porto Said has been sunk It
is announced here.

The Porto Said was 439 feet long;
n i hn H a urnui tnrtrtovA f R 17 A

rnrHin. to h. ito. .. nrH. nr
movements she sailed from Genoaf
November 17, for Alexandria.

WILSON HONEYMOON PUNS
ARE NOT TO BE UPSET BY

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Washington, Dec-- . 1". Wedding
and honeymoon plans of President
Wilson are not to he linnet by in-
ternational events. The lioney-iikio- ii

Is not likely lo lie potponeif
or shortened, because of the situa-
tion with Austria, It was lea rmi I

todav. It will he snent not far
away and the president will be hi L
eiose toucn witn tne w titte House.
Secretary I.antdng will he able to
visit the president, if decisive ac-
tum rezarding Austria becomes
necessary, it is believed this will
not become necessary within a

Liverpool John Eaton, Baffin
Bay. who heard aiout the war in
Sept cm ber, a rri ved here a ffter a
14,000 mile trip and enlisted in the
Scottish Horse.

London Henry Collins. Cam-
bridge, has five sous, two brothers,
two grandsons, fourteen nephews,
one soii-ln-Iu- w and three brothers-in-la- w

in the army, and has been
congratulated by the king.

London Over 2,250 past and
present students off Rugby have
joined the army, off whom 207 have
been killed and 280 wounded.

REDFIELD WARNS

OF VARJN TRADE

Secretary Urges Laws to Save
United States Industries.

Every Stratagem of Industrial
Strife To Be Used.

EUROPE TO GO AFTER MARTS!

End of Armed Conflict to See
Clash in Commerce. -

Commission Proposed to Throt-

tle Unfair Competition.

Washington, Dec. 17. Ijegislation
to protect the Industrial and commer
cial markets of the United States from

'destructive type of struggle and un- -
tair competition ' at the close of the
European war, is recommended to
congress by Secretary Kedfieiu, in his
annual report. Every Btralugem ol
industrial war, he says, will be used
by powerful foreign agencies against i

American industries which may men- -
ace large markets heretofore con- -
trolled abroad.

To prevent "unfair competition." ,

the secretary suggested that the ma- -
chinery of the departments of Justice
and treasury be used and that con- - i

gTesa supplement existing laws to give
the federal government means to pro- -
tect American markets.

'In my Judgment, said the secre- - !

tary. "the matter is one which may be
more wisely treated as an attempted
wsong to be forbidden than as an eco- -
nomic matter which needs to be re
strained. I should prefer, therefore,
to deal with it by a method other than
tariffs. 'Classing it as an offense similar
to the unfair domestic competition we
now forbid. It seems possible that by
using the existing ' machinery of thetreasury department and department
of Justice we may restrain this foreign
unfair competition on both sides of
the sea

1 recommend, tnererore, that sucn
legislation be enacted as will give to

(Continued on rage Six.i

10 DEAD IN STORM-

Whole Town Of Cull Ulll, MISS.,!

Reported Wiped Out. i

i

Two Killed at Meridian and
i

Other Places Suffer.

Meridian. Mis?., Dec. 17. Ten per
sons are reported killed, more than a
hundred hurt and the whole town of
Cullum destroyed by a tornado early
todav.

Two persons were killed and manv
hurt here. The property damage here
will not be heavy. j

At Uiles. Miss., where a house was,
blown down, two women were killed.

Six deaths was the toll at Cullum, a!
small town near here, which is
ported wiped off the map.

Two score persons are said to beinjured in Lauderdale and Kemper
counties.

RUSS FIRE ON U.S. FLAG?

Turkish Government Charges Czar's
Warships Destroyed Building Hy-

ing American Colors.

Berlin, Dec. 17. (By wireless to
Sayville.) The charge that Russianwarships several months ago de-
stroyed a building flying the Americanflag is made in an official publication
of the Turkish government, Overseas
News agency announced today. The
statement follows:

"The Turkish government has pub-
lished reports concerning violations of
international law by the enemy.
Among them are the following:

"On July 16 and 17 enemy airmen
shelled the hospital at Havouzlou,
Dortnop.

"Turkish prisoners were treated In-
humanely by the French and IJritish
and forced to assist in front of the
works near Seddul-Bah- r.

"The enemy fired with machineguns on peaceful inhabitants of Dlkili,
in Karasi, Asiatic Turkey. a

On July 5 Russian torpedo boala
destroyed a United States building fly- -
ing the United States flag at Port j

COLDEST NIGHT SO FAR

The Mercury Dropped to 17 Decrees
Last Night 4 Below Normal

. for This Iate.

This morning was the coldest so j

far this winter, the lowest tempera- - t

ture being 17 degrees. This is 4 de-- igrees below the normal reading for
this data. There is a good prospect
for more sunshine tomorrow tut thetemperature tonight will drop to about
the same point as last night. The
forecast calls for fair weather to-
night and Saturday; risirg tempera-
ture Saturday and in the west and
central parts of Kansas tonight.

7 o'clock 18 li o'clock 22
8 o'clock 19 12 o'clock 23'
9 o'clock 19 1 o'clock 25

10 o'clock 20 2 o'clock... ..28

OFFICIAL TEXT

OF REPLY LIKE

PRESS REPORTS

Aneona Answer Evasive, Un-

satisfactory, Unacceptable.

o Move To Be Made Until
Cloudy Points Are Cleared.

BREAK IS NOT LIKELY NOW!

o Severance Before Another
Exchange of Notes.

Situation Hoes Not Change
tVilson Wedding Plans.

Washington, Dec. 17. Aus-- 1

tria"s reply to Secretary Lan-- .
sing's note on the Aneona, re-

ceived during the night, was laid
today before President Wilson
and the cabinet and discussed
more than an hour.

The gravity of the situation
caused by Austria's rejoinder to;
the American demands, which is
considered evasive, unsatisfac-- ;
tory and unacceptable, remained!
unchanged when the meeting
ended.

The next step will not be de-

cided upon until some minor
points not clear in the official
text are checked up. The appar-
ent discrepancies 'net. impor-
tant and may be due to trans-
mission or translation from the
state department code, but they
will be cleared up before another
move is made.

Secretary Lansing said after
the cabinet meeting that he did
not know when the official text
of the note would be given out
for publication and that it cer-
tainly would not be made public
until he had an opportunity to
study it carefully, and at length.

Diplomatic relations, al- -'

though in danger of being brok-
en off, are not likely, to be dis-
continued, at least before there
has been another exchange of
notes with Vienna, and so the
crisis may be said not to be in
its final stage.

&o far as was apparent today
the situation has not affected
President Wilson's plans for go-
ing on his honeymoon journey
after his wedding tomorrow.

Before the president leaves,
however, he will agree with Sec-
retary Lansing on the outline of
a reply to Austria's note.

Some time after the cabinet meet-
ing I'rin"-- Hohenlohe. one of the Aus-
trian embassy attaches, called on Sec-
rete ry I.ansintj and presented a com-
munication. Roth the prince and thesecretary's office refused to indicate
its nature, but the presentation of
an ther communication lent strength
to the belief that some informal ne-
gotiating: wast boinp done

sees Wilson Spurned.
Paris. Dec. 17. "We shall be very

much astonished if the American gov-
ernment does not reply to the Austrian
note by simply instructing Ambassador

enfield to ask for his passports and
hy-- handing his passports to the Aus- -
trian charge at Washington." says theFigaro.

"Austria s answer is a barely dis-
guised refusal. The only satisfaction
Austria gives the United States is that
she does not keep the United Stateswaiting for it.

"President Wilson's longanimity has
its limits, and the dismissal of theAustrian charge at Washington and
the recall of Ambassador Fenfield will
show this is not a question of a fit ofenercy. but a carefully thought out
resolution."

LORD KITCHENER TO GIVE

UP BACHELOR LIFE AT 64
lxndon. Dec. 1". Ixml Kitch-ener, stern advocate of bachel-or life for the soldier,

is about desert bachelor-
ship, according to rumors brought
here today. The bride, it is re-
ported, will lie the Dowager Coun-tess of .Mi n to. widow of a formergovernor general of Canada, and afaiorite in Washington and Xew-ro- rt

society during lier residence inCanada.
The countess, a noted hraurv It,

lier youncer days. Is a danglitc'r ofoenerai t liaries Grey, and s firstcousin of Karl Grev. She is aInrpr of milfliui. i1 "" nun int 'M M f 1 21 fitti-M.tx- l ,1 1,.... m... .
tering the use of snow shoes." Withher late !usbuiid. she was fre-quently entertained by Colonel andMrs. Roosevelt.

.Lord Kitchener Is 64 years old.

HAD BEEN HERE 30 DAYS

Failed to Pay for Goods Bought,
It Is Charged.

Offered Prices Considerably
Above Market Quotations.

An alleged fraudulent
commission scheme has been

unearthed in Topeka. according to in-

formation received today from Fred
Robertson, United States district at-
torney at Kansas City. The alleged
disclosure wherein the Maxwell Com-
mission company, 120 North Kansas
avenue, is charged with defrauding
grocers and si lall produce men ovei
Kansas, Oklahoma and Missouri out
of thousands of dollars, was made

authorities today following the
arrest of W. F. Maxwell, alleged head
of the firm at Kansas City Thursday
ever 4 . Another man, John Key,
wh r federal officials charge with
knowing too much about the workings
of the commission company, is being
held at the Shawnee county jail for in-
vestigation. According to District At-
torney Robertson complaints were be-
ing made out against thfc two men to-
day.

Running 30 Days.
The Maxwell Commission company

opened for business in Topeka on
lower Kansas avenue about 30 days
ago. Federal officials and others in-

terested in the case claim to have in-

formation to the effect that the "com-
pany" sent out quotations through the
mail, quoting eggs, potatoes and other
produce at higher prices than con-
temporaries. A rushing business

on Page fix.)

KANSAS IN MISERY

Entire State Grasped in Epi-

demic of Colds.

Grip Closes Schools Blame
Climatic Conditions.

Kansas is in the throes of an epi-

demic of colds, according to reports
received at the office of Dr. J. J. Slp-pe- y,

state epidemiologist. Dr. Sippey
asserted today that these reports show
that the trouble is not confined to any
particular locality, but has been prev-
alent in most every community. Most
of the persons ill, he asserted, are suf-
fering from an attack of a species of
influenza, which in itself is not dan-
gerous, but which, unless proper pre-
cautions are taken might develop into
pneumonia. Reports on some cases
indicate that severe chills accompany
la grippe and on others that ear trou-
ble is Dresent.

The epidemic is attributed to cli-
matic conditions. More cases of diph-
theria and scarlet fever also are pres-
ent this year than is usual. Dr. Sippey
reported. However, neither of these
diseases is present in epidemic
form, he said.

"With plenty of fresh air and exer-
cise, Kansans should have no fear of
these fall complaints." Dr. Sippey said.

JUDGEDANA TO HEAR IT

High School Sorority Case Will He
Called for Preliminary Hearing

Saturday Morning.

The defendants in tire "sorority"
suit have entered appearance and
waived summons in the case, which
will be called for preliminary hear-
ing before Judge A. VV. Dana Satur-
day morning at 10 o'clock. The hear-
ing was to be conducted before Judge
Whitcomb, but today it was changed
from the second to the first district
of the court.

The hearing tomorrow will be quite
an event for high school students and
the court room is likely to be packed.

Rev. M. A. Kelse-y- field agent of
the National Christian association,
will speak on the secret order ques-
tion at the Reformed Presbyterian
church, 920 Clay street, Sunday and
Monday evenings. His topic will be,
"If these secret orders are detrimen-
tal to the best interests of the high
school, are not secret orders in gen-
eral detrimental to the best interests
of society at large and should not
membership in them therefore be dis-
couraged."

RELIEF SHIP IS SINKING

Belgian Committee's Steamer Strikes
Mine and Is Beached on Eng-

lish East Coast.

London. Dec. 17. The Belgian re-
lief- committee's steamer, Levenpool,
from New York for Rotterdam, has
been beached on the English east
coast and is in a sinking condition, as
a result of striking a mine.

The Levenpool, a British steamer of
4,844 tons gross and 376 feet long,
was built in 1911 and is owned in
West Hartlepool. She sailed from
New York November 24. arrived at
Falmouth on December 11 and was to
proceed thence to Rotterdam.

Cargo Worth $1,400,000.
New York. Dec. IT. The relief

steamer Levenpool. which struck a
mine in the English channel, carried a
mixed cargo of foodstuffs for the Bel
gians valued at $1,400,000. It is fully
insured.

Berlin. Dec. 17. Captain I.
IVrsius. naval expert of the Tage-blut- t.

makes the following; com-
ment today on tlie Austrian note:

"Washington plainly forgot
when it sent its note that its case
rests on statements off excited pas-
sengers, as against sworn state-
ments of Austrian naval officers.
The American note shows little
diplomatic aptness. It was re-
grettably hurried work, based on
one-side- d and inadequate infor-
mation and amazingly deficient in
juristic understanding.

"The Austrian note, on the con-
trary, points out tlie weakness and
absurdity of these accusations."

The Cologne Gazette says:
"America may now choose. If

it desires intercourse as a we! I -

mannered state with another
large and state, it
must bring itself to accede to til"
standpoint of tlie ieiina note and
first fulfill conditions without
which tlie question at issue can-
not he dealt with between nations
of equal standing. As an alter-
native It will have to learn that
Austria-Hungar- y does not let it- -
sclf be handled as a Central
American state which one can
bluff into timorous subordination
with rude. Iris words. Then the
conflict will be at hand, and no-
body but the Washington govern-
ment will have denliorately de-
sired it."

The Itoersen .eitung says the
Vienna note is really not an an-
swer, but a demand that the Unit-
ed States define Its iKisition in a
maimer customary among states.
When tills is done, Vienna will
not hold back with an answer ami
one cannot doubt what it will be.

NEW NOTE TO AUSTRIA

Washington, Dec-- . 17. Secretary
tiansing. in the Austro-Americ- crisis,
will draft a definite, final rejoinder
that in eipevted to mean one of three
things: t

i"be ' piT of rtipjmjitie
relations.

Complete backdown of Austria.
ITesentation of evidence by

Austria that entirely refutes the
statement of her admiralty, on
which statement the first vigorous
Aneona note was based.
This is what the secretory will take

to President Wilson, away on his
honeymoon. With the latter's ap-
proval, Mr. Ijansing will return to
Washington and dispatch it to the for-
eign office In Vienna.

It will leave no loophole, it is de-
clared, for tlie prolonged negotiations
for which Austria's note received to-
day Is considered to be bidding.

OIL AGAIN IS UP

Another Advance of Five Cents
a Barrel Posted.

Flight Due to Failure of Pro-

ducers to Sell.

Pittsburg. Pa., Dec. 17. Failure of
oil producers to market the oil they
have above ground in the face of re-

peated advances during the last three
months, compelled the purchasing
agencies to announce a further ad-
vance in prices today, five cents a
barrel being added to all grades ex-
cept Raglar.d. which commanded an
increase of two cents.

The new prices are: Pennsylvania
crude $2.15; Cabell, $1.70; Mercer
black, Newcastle and Corning, $1.65;
Somerset. $1.06; Ragland, 72 cents.

Immense quantities of crude oil are
held in storage in the West Virginia
and western Pennsylvania fields, butvery little or it is finding its way tothe refineries, who openly declare thattney are snort or oil.

Cotton Seed.
Washington. Dec. 17. Cotton seedcrushed from the 1916 crop to Decern- -hup 1 nmnunrarl 1 no, i , ; .- . " 1 . 1 IU11S,against 2.473.931 tons December 1 last

eai, mo iriiBus nureau today an-
nounced. Linters obtained to Decem-
ber 1 amounted to 381,927 balea,against 341,142 bales last year to De-
cember 1.

TODAY IN CONGRESS

NKXATK Met at noon.
Took up tlie house resolutionextending the emergency revenue

act one year.
Philippines committee con-

tinued hearings on the
bill.

Senator .slut Troth introduced abill for universal disarmamentthrough an international tribu-
nal.

The Works bill for development
of water holes In the California
dccrt and the Sterling bill for

140-ac- stock raising homesteadswere reported favorably.
Senator Weeks introduced bill

for regulation of insurance com-
pany.

HOCSK Met at noon.
Representative Buchanan railedto apcar before judiciary com-

mittee to substantiate bis im-
peachment charges against United
States Attorney Marshall.

Passed senate bill authorizing
construction of a railroad bridgeacross Allegheney river at Oil
City, Pa.

Public lands committee ticgan
consideration of conservation bills
which failed of enactment at lastcongress.

Fletcher
Ambassador

to Mexico

'jf. .Ha1"' ,

Henry p. Fletcher.
Washington, Dec. 17. Henry Pra-th- er

Fletcher, now ambassador to
Chile, was nominated by President
Wilson today for ambassador to Mex-
ico. Eliseo Arredondo already has
been appointed Mexican ambassador
to the United States and Mr. Fletcher's
nomination today restores diplomatic
replations between the two countries
broken off nearly three years.

MUST BE COMPETENT

Chicago Judge Will Not Marry People
W ho Are Not Mentally

Fit to Wed.

Chicago, 111., Dec 17. Judge J. H.
Hopkins of the court of domestic re-
lations, announced today that here-
after he will not perform marriage
ceremonies unless the contracting par-
ties proved themselves mentally com-
petent.

"People getting married consult
only their own desires," Judge Hop-
kins said. "Statistics show that 80 per
cent of the people brought into courts
are feeble minded Feeble minded
parents raise feeble minded children.
To stop crime it is logical to stop it at
its source, which is the marriage of
the mental defectives."

Judge Hopkins said it is easier to
obtain a marriage license than to ob-
tain a dog or an automobile license.

"The state," he added, "is very care-
ful who owns a dog or an automobile.
but it does not care who gets married."

WAR NEWS BOILED DOWN

FOR THE RUSHED READER

The Serbians succeeded In mak-
ing thousands of prisoners during
their retreat before the

drive, and 40.-0- 00

men who were captured by
them, together with 750 Bulgari-
ans, German and Austro-H-u r-
iparian officers, taken prisoner,
have readied Marseilles on their
way to a concentration camp.

Further particulars regarding
tlie Italian force sent to Albania,
with the presumed purpose off co--o

iterating in the Balkan opera-
tions off the entente allies, stale
that the number of men already
landed at Avlona is 30.OO0.

Of the large fore off Greeks
that was stationed at Saloniki.
only one regiment off artillery and
one off engineers remain in Ath-
ens.

Further operations off subma-
rine In the Mediterranean are in-
dicated by the announcement
from Ixndon of the sinking off the
Italian steamer Porto Said of 5.-1-

tons, which was last reported
in Mediterranean waters.

According to statements by
French authorities reported from
Paris, a force off 200.000 Abys-
sinian troops may tie available. If
they are desired hy the allies, for
operations in Egypt and

TO WIPEOUT ARMY

Austria Tries to Deliver Crush-
ing Blow to Montenegro.

Campaign Being Pushed to An-

nihilate Resisting Forces.

ALBANIA NEW WAR THEATER

Italians Plan Big Campaign to
Control the Adriatic.

They 'ow Have 30,000 Troops
Stationed at Avlona.I.

Berlin-He- c IT. At annyTieaA-quarter- n
tlie announcement

made today the Austro-iRun-g-ari-

troops which are invading
have captured Bjelo- - f

polje on the Lira river ' about 2fc
miles west of the Serbian borderj
London, Dec- - 17. With affairs in

Greece assuming a quieter character,
there has been a partial deflection of
interest in European capitals to the
Italian plans regarding Albania. Tha
general belief seems to be that the
operations in this new theater of war
will be on a grand scale. The Italians,
in strength, are already safely ashore
at Avlona, as well as at certain points
of strategic importance.

For years Avlona has been regarded
by Italy and Austria alike as the key
to the Adriatic and it is a maxim in
south central Europe that whoever
commands Avlona commands the
Adriatic. Avlona has been for several
months occupied by a light force of
Italians for police purposes. The ar.t
iety with which Italy watches the Al-

banian coast is due to the existence
there of good harbors, in contrast
with the total absence of such harbors
along the Italian shore. Should any
of these harbors fall nto hostile
hands the Italian fleet would be
gravely handicapped.

Italy is expected to contribute great
ly to the reorganization of the Ser-
bian army, which is now concentrat
ing in Albania, where its ranks are
being reformed and supplies landed
by the allies during the past fortnight
distributed. Stubborn fighting con-
tinues between the Serbians and the
Bulgarians along the Drin river in Al-
bania.

Avlona Starting Point.
Paris, Dec. 1 7. The Milan corre-

spondent of the- Journal says it is es-
timated there are 30,000 Italian troops
at Avlona, Albania. While the Av-
lona position is hardly favorable for
an offensive movement, he says, the
expedition may be regarded as the
starting point of operations on a large
scale.

Austria has sent reinforcements into
Montenegro and' is pushing with great
energy her campaign to capture or
annihilate the Montenegrin army.

Dispatches received here today said
the Austrians are advancing on a
seventy-mil- e front. The Montenegrins
are resisting stubbornly along the
Lim river, but lack heavy artillery and
ammunition to check the invasion.

Austrians Successful.
The following official Montenegrin

communication was received today:
At dawn of December 14 the Aus-

trians directed a general attack at all
our positions in the San Jak. At
night fall, our advance guard troops
had to retire north of Chahovre and
Bielo. In the direction of Ipek-Roza- i,

(Continued on Page Six.)

THREElGHTS to shop

Big Stores Will Not Begin Keeping
Open in the Evenings Until

Next Wednesday.

Christmas shoppers who are plan-rin- g

on spending the nights next week
in a whirlwind effort to wind up their
"early" buying had better revise their
schedule. The dry goods store mer-
chants of the city have decided to
open their stores next Wednesday,
Thursday, and Friday nights only.

There was a time when' merchants
were so inhuman as to force their
clerks to work nights for two weeks
before Christmas but that time has
passed. The girls in the dry goods
stores will be given the first two nights
of next week to rest before the final
rush.

Some of the othing stores are
planning on keeping open every night
next week but as a general rule most
of the shops in the city will not open
for nierht trade until Wednesday.

Seek Legal Success Through
Belays and Appeals

BASELESS AND CONTUMACIOUS

Is Expression of Justice Burch
in Hot Indictment.

Suggests Relief Through Acts
of State. Legislature. .

"Baseless and contumacious" ap
peals to the supreme court are severe
ly criticised in a decision by Justice
Rosseau A. Burch, who openly de
clares war on corporations and indi-
viduals who seek delays and plead
technicalities in an effort to defeat the
provisions and spirit of state laws.
The decision is the second opinion by
Justice Burch in a case from Barton
county involving provisions of the
workmen's compensation act.

Nearly a year ago Justice Burch
paid his respects to the corporations
which sought to evade the spirit of
the compensation act. When a New
York insurance company came before
the court with an application to be
relieved of the censor which came
to the company through the decision.
Justice Burch wrote an opinion
touching on "baseless and contuma-
cious appeals." The entire court con-
curred in the Burch opinion.

Involved Compensation Law.
The case in point involved the kill-

ing of a son of Ellen McCracken. The
young man was killed while in the em-
ploy of a bridge company. The moth-
er was awarded judgment in the
amount of $1,872. When the insur-
ance company, which guaranteed pay-
ment of claims against the bridge
company, suggested settlement in in-
stallments, the trial court ordered the
money paid in a lump sum. The su-
preme court upheld the decision and
expressed a few opinions of the com- -
pany which sought to withhold from
the aged woman the judgment the
court had given her. Now the insur- -
ance company pleads that it was
forced to resist a lump payment
through an order of the New York in-
surance department. All of which
roils the feelings of the Kansas
court.

"The judgment of the district court
was that compensation should be
made in a lump sum," pays J ustice
Burch in his opinion. "There was no
ground for appeal. Because the Fi-
delity & Casualty company of New
York was under obligations to submit
to something which it accepted as
higher law than the statute and rules
of proceedure in this state, it pro-
ceeded to resist to tne utmost and re-
quired an appeal to be taken which
lacked even the shadow of merit. The
result waa not a lawsuit but, as the
court indicated before, a demoraliz-
ing abuse of the judicial machinery
of the state perpetrated in disrespect
of its laws and in an effort to thwart
the purpose of the legislature ex-
pressed in a social welfare statute.
As the former opinion stated, the
court does not possess adequate
means of dealing with this kind of
lawlessness, the real culprit not being
in court or subject to process."

Legislation Should Act.
The court then suggests that pos-

sibly the legislature might give atten-
tion to practices of unwarranted and
unjustified appeals in cases where
there is no showing of merit. In urg-
ing future relief from such pro-
cedure, the court quotes from a for-
mer finding when it says in conclu-
sion of a most blistering arraignment

"Some disagreeable facts have been
set down plainly and in detail, which
not only disclose a condition, but
which ought to awaken some interest
In some quarters.'

BUY A CHICAGO WARD

Illinois Citizens Subscribe for m Sec-

tion In the American Hos-
pital In Paris.

Chicago, Dec. 17. Ten thousand
dollars, a sum required to establish a
Chicago ward in the American hos-
pital in Paris, was subscribed at a
meetiner here yesterday at which
Myron T. Herrick, former ambassador
to Francs spoke.


